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Institute for Asian Muslim Studies will hold the Sixth Meeting of Representatives of Masjids in Japan
"Local Community and Masjids' Future" (tentative) on 9th February (Sun.) 2014 at Waseda

University.

Date February 9th (Sun.) 2014, 13:30-17:10
Venue Waseda University, Waseda Campus, No. 3 Conference Room, Bldg. 18
(Complex of Central Library and International Conference Center)

Map http://www.waseda.jp/eng/campus/map.html

Organizer Institute for Asian Muslim Studies, Waseda University
Institute of Multi-ethnic and Multi-generational Societies, Waseda University
NIHU Program Islamic Area Studies, IAS Central Office at Waseda University

Organization for Islamic Area Studies, Waseda University

Tentative Program: General Chair: Hiroshi Kojima, WU Institute for Asian Muslim Studies
13:30-13:40 Opening Remarks
Hirofumi Tanada, WU Institute of Multi-ethnic and Multi-generational Societies

13:45-14:15 Presentation by Otsuka Masjid (Mr. Qureshi Haroon and Mr. Aquil Ahmed Siddiqui)
14:15-14:45 Presentation by Kumamoto Masjid (Mr. Masahiro Kojima)
14:45-15:15 Break/Salat (ASR 14:54)
15:15-16:15 Panel Discussion
Chair: Hirofumi Tanada
Panelists: Representatives of Masjids in Japan

Mr. Naoki Maeno (Gyotoku Masjid)

Mr. Aquil Ahmed Siddiqui (Otsuka Masjid)

Mr. Qureshi Haroon (Otsuka Masjid)

Mr. Makoto Kojo (Fukuoka Masjid)

Mr. Hiroyuki Nakamura (Fukuoka Masjid)

Dr. Emil Omurzak (Kumamoto Masjid)

Mr. Masahiro Kojima (Kumamoto Masjid)
16:15-17:00 General Discussion
17:00-17:10 Closing Remarks

Hiroshi Kojima, WU Institute for Asian Muslim Studies

Notes : MAGHRIB 17 : 17 ISHA 18:38
ROOM for Salat : Meeting Room No. 1 and No. 2, 4F of Bldg. 18 (separated for each gender)
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£, BBRLRY AHEROZEEZRLS>TVWT, RF7UT 47 TRLoTNDHDT, BAKRT
DLFHTHENHERL>TEBY T, ARGBETEL L LHLWVWOT, HKFETRDOER
rEWniznwE x4, Atfirst time, thank you for the organizers that this is very
useful and a very helpful event and it's my first time to participate in these
meetings. I try to - before coming to try to learn something about this
meeting and I was a little bit confused in the beginning whether this is meeting
rather than it’'s Waseda University and then in the other side is the masjid and
what is the connection and that was when I heard this meeting is going on to
be held and it seems it’s already begun and I try to read some of the previous
reports.

I think it's very useful and I hope it's going to contribute to both of us, so in
that sense I would really like to see the representative of the scholars of
Islamic and from the viewpoint of Japanese universities to give us the real
advices. I think now you know the situation of Muslims in Japan, more than
us maybe, because we have the rights meeting like this and many
representatives come here and give their reports on what they are doing
about getting the things to be done.

In that sense, I think, of course you know that we have quite a lot of problems
to overcome.

It's not easy and mainly I think most of the masjid now is running on the
voluntary basis and there’s no such a big organization behind the masjid or
there is no such a big support behind that. And mainly the force is there are
the students coming to study in Japan, like from the Muslim countries.

It’s just like me. I am from Kyrgyzstan and we have Muslims. So I wanted
to - how to say - as a representative of the Muslims, we wanted to make the
life of the — to meet the needs of the Muslim society there and, of course, we
have the lot of problems to solve and we didn’t know how to solve it and in that
case maybe if we can have some meeting like this, it would be very helpful, we
can learn the experience from each other and we can learn from the opinion of
the local society. It's very important for us, especially for me.
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I was - really point the - stressing on this because we have to take concern
about the local community, the local societies in order to communicate, in
order to know each other. If we don't know what is their opinion about us and
what’s our opinion about them, then it’s really difficult to go in one - to come
into one point or to understand each other.

So, from the beginning we started like to learn from those who had already
experienced from the masjid - started the masjid - how did they started, how
did they opened or registered their organization, what was their situation and
how was the problem solved, and then I think we didn't do the very
complicated - complete research but we needed this to know and we had kind
of a questionnaire or we had - get help - get support from the already
established masjids in terms of the legal representation and first we had called
Raza Habib (?), including him, and to get the advice what is the best, what is
the - the law is saying, what is our need, so that’s the place where we had
already a problem.

And we had also the - they asked as well to Mr. Masahiro Kojima, who told you
in the presentation, we tried to get the information from the first sources, like
City Hall or like the community leaders there where we want to build this
masjid and before building we wanted to make sure that it’s not going to make
any problem and sometimes we had a very good success, sometimes they
supported us, sometimes we didn't - we get confused what is the best solution,
but you know, if — how to say - our efforts made some good results.

I think also they are concerned that the — the common sense concerns of the
people, it’s not a big problem to find out what is the common sense of their
concerns, where we want to make our masjid like — I'll be also concerned if
some foreigners come near my location and build their building and do their
gathering there without telling to the authorities or without telling to their
neighbors and we started to approach the community leaders there and I
think that was the beginning of our communication and they also understand.
There is no big problem in our living.

If we tell our feelings, our plans or what’s our concern, they will also tell us
what is their - how to say - what they want to see from us. So, then we can
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make our general solution and I think regarding the legal representation or
other things, I don't have the knowledge about that and actually we asked
Kojima-san and Kojo-san to help us in these things and we want to make it in
a professional way and we don’t want to make any mistake in these things.
So, in that sense it’s better to ask the professionals.

Of course, there are some problems and there are something that we can
easily get or sometimes it’s very difficult but there is a way and we are always
trying to solve the issues in an acceptable way and I think that’s my opinion if
it is like it's very general but mainly our point is we should always concern the
local community’s opinions or we should always consult with those who have
already experienced and those who are — we are living with. In that time it's
very easy to stay with other humans.
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